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Kansas City, KS – Last Friday night was a normal night at Lakeside 
Speedway. It was also a time for a grandfather to spend some time 
watching his grandson race at Lakeside for the first time.

Over the years we have seen many special relationships between 
racers and family. This special relationship is one that will tug at your 
heart.

Joe Berry is a gentleman that has loved local dirt track racing for 
years.

His passion started back in the 50’s when Joe decided to start racing.

“I started back in the late 50’s racing at the old Lakeside,” said Berry, 
“The wife and I would jump into our old Packard and drive to the 
track, take the seats out, go race and then put the seats back in and 
drive home.”

Joe’s career is littered with great relationships with friends and 
family as his racing career continued. These are also the kind of 
relationships that define what the sport of local dirt track racing is 
all about. 

Family is what brought Joe to Lakeside Speedway last Friday night. 
Joe’s grandson, Curtis Berry, was racing at Lakeside for his first 
time. As Curtis raced at Lakeside it brought Joe full circle on what 
has been a fun passion for more than 6 decades.

Unfortunately, Joe is suffering some issues with his heart and has 
been told that there is nothing that medicine can do to help him out.  
As he doesn’t know how much time he has left, it was important for 
him to get back out to the race track and watch Curtis race again.

Curtis has looked to his grandpa as a mentor and a source for 
inspiration as he has just started out his racing career.

“I started Racing 2 years ago and he (Joe) has been my biggest fan,” 
said Curtis, “He hasn’t missed a single race of mine until he was in 
the hospital for the season opener.  I recorded it and watched it with 
him the next day.”

A bond between a grandfather and grandson can be very special. It 
gets even better when they can bond over something that they both 

truly have a passion for, dirt track racing!

Curtis had never raced at Lakeside Speedway before last Friday 
night. As Joe has just gotten out of the hospital it’s tough for him to 
travel and Curtis decided that running at Lakeside Speedway would 
give his grandpa a chance to not travel too far and he would have 
a chance to sit in his own vehicle and watch Curtis race in comfort. 

Joe was all smiles as he visited with fans before the races started. 
As I chatted with him before the races we talked about his love for 
racing, his career racing and his grandson. He kept talking about 
how impressed he was with Curtis. Joe rattled off all of Curtis’s 
accomplishments racing from being a high school drag racing 
champ to his dirt track efforts. 

The night began with Curtis and Don Marrs (current owner of 
Lakeside Speedway and friend to Joe Berry) driving their race cars 
up to turn 1 and getting out to salute Joe for coming out to watch on 
this great night. 

Curtis had to get used to running Lakeside’s track, but he did get it 
figured out.

A subpar effort in his heat, Curtis had to race in the B Feature. 
During the B he worked his way up towards the front and made the 
A Feature by finishing 6th.  It was the last qualifying spot and it got 
him into the main event.

In the A Feature Curtis was one of the hottest drivers. Curtis would 
start 24th in the feature and by the end of the night he finished in the 
11th position. A great effort. Sure it would have been an awesome 
story if we could have said that he won the race, but it wasn’t about 
winning. It was about a grandfather getting to see his grandson race 
again. Some things aren’t about winning.

Don and Donna Marrs were happy to have Joe come out and watch 
Curtis race. They hope in the future Joe can continue to come out 
and watch Curtis race again as long as he can. 

Who knows this week Curtis might even pull off a win?  

Everyone should appreciate a special bond.

A Special 
Bond...


